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New Brackett Memorial Church
9 Church Ave; 207-766-5013; newbrackettchurch@grnail. com
Rev. Will Green, Pastor

It's been a long time coming, but the oldest church on Peaks Island
has a NEW name: New Brackett M emorial Church. More important
than the name on the building is the SPIRIT that animates our life together. We
recently left the denomination we used to be a part of so we can be free to be the
church that is needed for today and the future. We are a progressive Christian
community made up of people from a variety of different religious and spiritual
traditions (including no tradition at all). Here are a few things we're up to in February ...
Join us around the fire pit for weekly Sunday Morning Circle at 10:00am on
the church lawn. It's a time of centering, sharing, connecting, and prayer. Online
weekly worship services are on Youtube as well.
Tuesdays through Thursdays, After School Fun Camp continues until
_
February 18th . Although registration for children is full , there are opportunities for
adult volunteers who would like to help create a safe and fun environment where kids
can just be kids. Let us know if you'd like to get involved as an activity leader or
support staff.
_
Looking to connect with your neighbors? We host a weekly Community
Check-In via Zoom every Thursday at 11 :00am. Whether you parti6ipate in this call
or not, please commit t o finding ways to being active, staying connected, and
reaching out. During these difficult times this is more important than ever.
To be added to the church email list write to: newbrackettchurch@gmail.com

DEADLINE FOR NEXT MONTH'S STAR: Thursday, February 25. Articles
should be copy ready and may be p laced in the Library Book R eturn, now located
outside the Community Building.

I

The Fifth Maine Museum
wv1w.fi'fthmaine museum,org, 207-766-3330
Thank you t o everyone w ho has contributed to t he Fift h Maine's Annual Appeal.
We are invigorated by you r financia l support and notes of encouragement. Our members
and our commun ity are the life blood of the museum . We are able t o maintain our
historic building an d create a series of interesting programs and events beca use of YOU!
Thank you!!

Pnlu Island
HISTOR Y
H US E UH

H istory. Legacy. Community.

We are excited to announce t hat ou r curat or, Holly Hurd-Forsyth, is digging through our archived collection to
develop a new Peaks Island hist ory exhibit in our temporary exhibition space for the 2021 and 2022 seasons. Stay
tuned for more details.
We are wo rki ng on a calendar of porch-based progra ms and outd oor events for the upcoming season, ever mindfu l of
keeping everyone safe. We are ready to pivot and adjust plans as the COVID-19 pandemic continues to evolve. More
details will be available closer t o our opening day, which we anticipate will be May 28th - if all goes t o plan.
If you have any questions about t he Fifth Maine Museum! please cont act Susan Hanley, 207.33 2.2443.

Peaks Island Community Food Pantry
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The Peaks Island Community Food Pantry is locat ed in t he Brackett M emorial Church
and is open on Mondays at 3:30--Spm. Our mission is to provide food assistance to
our island neighbors in need, supported by many different individuals and
organizations from Peaks Island.

Thank you t o the many generous donations from the members of the Peaks Island community (and beyond) !!
We are proud to say that 100% of your donations go directly to providing food assistance to our clients .

spaghetti sa_uce, hearty soups,
canned peaches, canned potatoes, canned ravioli, coffee, laundry detergent, ,dishwashing soap, Saltine
crackers, Ritz crackers, chicken or beef Ra men, canned chicken, beef stew, tuna, mayo, stuffin g mixes.
If you ~ould like to donate items to the food pantry, our needs this month are:

A reminder that you can ma ke cash donations via check. Please make check out to "Peaks Island Food Pantry" - send to
Susan Hanley, 108 Brackett Avenue, Pea ks Island, ME 04108. We can also accept donations via PayPal on our website.
If you have any questions about the food pantry, or you would like to arrange a food drop off or a donation pick up, plea se
contact Susan Hanley, 207,332-2443 .

Community Emergency Response Team (CERT>
Our Peaks Island Community Emergency Response Team
(CERT) needs more volunteers to work with the Portland Fire
Department responding to emergencies and disasters. Help is
available by calling 911 . FMI , call Jay Desmond at 766-2088.

PEAKS ISLAND CHILDREN'S vVORKSHOP :

71 Herman Avenue: 766-2854

www.picw.orn:
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15TH IN OBSRVANCE OF PRESIDENTS' DAY

The Peaks Island Children's Workshop would like to thank all of our friends, families and community members
who have supported our program throughout this pandemic. Your generosity not only aided us during our
closure but it also helped enable us to purchase the personal protective equipment and cleaning supplies
necessary to reopen in the safest and healthiest way possible. We honestly would not be the quality early
childhood education program we are today without every single one of you. Thank you.
PICW is currently looking for year-round staff to work in our Infant/Toddler room. Applicant must love
children, enjoy the outdoors, be mature, reliable, and well presented. To apply, please send resume along with a
cover letter to Katie at office(a).oicw.orn: or via snail mail to PO Box 80.
Until further notice, our building and playgrounds will be closed to anyone who is not essential staff or students.
If you need to enter the building or talk to the director, please email Katie to make an appointment for after
hours.
PICW is accepting applications for part/full time care on our WAIT-LIST. Contact Katie at office<@picw.om: for applications. _The
Board of the PICW is always open to suggestions and communication from the community. Please contact us through Board Chair,
Jennifer Eckel, at jgeckel l @gmail.com.

NEWS FROM PEAKS I SLAND ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
The first month of 2021 has been a busy one for our PreK through grade five students! If you happen to b e
wandering al ong the island's beaches, you may be lucky enough to find a b eautifully painted "kindness rock" wit h an
uplifting word or message created by one of our PreK and kindergarten students. Our youngest learne rs have been
collecting rocks, decorating them with nontoxic paint that wil l not hurt the environment , and writing the sweetest
words and·senti ment s on them. It wou ld be fun to know who finds these lit tle treasures - we wou ld love to r eceive
an email or call to the PIES off ice if you're one of the lucky "kindness rocks" recipients! Speaking of spreading
cheer and kindness, be on the lookout for signs of Valent ines in the coming weeks! S inc,e we ·can't cele brate
toget her, as a school we plan to spread lots of love around the is land at a time when everyone needs it most.
Our grad e 1-2 students h ave been fully engaged in map making! They have created a large map of Pea ks ~nd
are plotting a growing number of important la ndmarks and s ites on it. Be on the lookout for our young surveyors!
Th ird graders have been learning a bout the habits of animals in winter a nd have been out on the trails looking for
habitats, tracks, scat, markings, etc. that give cl ues to s igns of the island 's varied wild life. Grades four and f ive are
gearing up to extend their research and und erstandings of invento rs and inventions! To connect to our s tudies of
Martin Luther King, Jr. as well as the transition of a new President and Vice President , the entire sch ool commun ity
- s t udents, teachers, and staff - have created exquis ite paintings of their arms and hands for a "He lping Hands"
community art project. The cray pas and waterco lor creations are displayed together ins ide the schoo l to
represent peace, love , equa lity, kindness, and community.
· Lastly, it's that time of year when our 2021-2022 PreK and Kindergarten Reg istration Process wi ll be
opening. More specific informatio n will be forthcoming , but please contact the PIES off ice at 207 -766-2528 if you
have a child who will be 4 years old by October 15 th for PreK or if you have a chi ld who will b e 5 years o ld by
Oct ob er 15t h for kindergarten. Early enrollment projections help s upport our upcoming budget requests. We
appreciate your support!
Stay saf e and healthy, Peaks Islanders~
Kel ly Hasson , Teacher Leader

PEAKS ISLAND TAX AND EN"ERGY ASSISTANCE

2020 was such a difficult year for so many Americans. The pandemic hit us and people lost their businesses, jobs,
health care, and more. All of us at PITEA are so grateful that donations for Energy and Tax Assistance continued
to arrive throughout December and January. We are well prepared to assist Islanders with their property taxes and
energy payments. We hope that folks will apply for energy assistance so that payments for energy can be paid by
us and your funds can be used for food and other necessities. Our mission is to assist Islanders with their energy
payments for oil, propane, firewood, biobricks, etc. Applications may be found on the bulletin board at the
Community Center and on the bulletin boat on the corner of Welch and Island Avenue. Our clergy, Will Greene,
Jim Flagler and Joy Mills, will review your application and if it is accepted will send it to our Treasurer for
payment.
Tax bills will be sent out in February. Applications will be on the bulletin board at the Community Center. The
assistance that we give helps each applicant to pay their property taxes. Relatives, neighbors or friends may fill out
energy or tax forms if they believe that families have not applied. The forms must be given to our clergy member
and he/she has the responsibility of approving requests for assistance. FYI, police officers and firemen who are on
the island are willing to do wellness checks if you are ever worried about a neighbor or relative.
We want to thank everyone who made donations to PITEA. We could not fundraise in 2020 but Islanders, both·
permanent residents and our summer residents have been so generous this year and we should be able to meet the
needs of all who apply. Thank you for helping us to fulfill our mission. We thank our friends and neighbors who
join together to make Peaks such a great place to live.
Questions??? Please call Cynthia at 766~0067

'
Peaks Island Tax and Energy Assistance

Thanks from the Friends of TEIA
The board of Friends of TEIA thanks all in the Peaks Island community, our local businesses and
TEIA members who donated to the Friends of TEIA 's Campership Fall Appeal in 2020. Without
your generosity we would be unable to fulfill our mission of providing "camperships" to TEIA's
summer programs to any resident Peaks Island child who wants to participate in learning to sail,
play tennis, attend the preteen or teen programs or have mornings of fun at kids camp.
Last spring when TEIA announced the clubhouse was canceling all functions we wondered what
would happen to the youth summer programs. TEIA's leadership stepped up to be sure its camp
programs would continue within all the everchanging guidelines for camps. Yes, the sessions
looked slightly different, but all the campers remained safe and healthy, learned new skills, had
fun and took home a summer of unique memories and a sense of normalcy in their lives.
Over the upcommg months look for information in the STAR from Friends of TEIA about the
TEIA 2021 camps and application process. You may also contact Stephanie at
sealights99@aol.com for additional information
Board Members are: Stephanie Castle, Gail Trefethen-Kelley, Peny Sutherland, Kathy Hurley,
Monica Stevenson, Jane Hannigan, Barb Hoppin, K evin Rocque and Carol Eisenberg.

Februarv at the Peaks Island Branch Library
129 Island A venue
Phone: 766-5540 Tuesdays Noon - 6 pm / Fridays 8 am - 2 pm
or by chance other days! email: peaks@portlib.org

PPL to Go, our no-contact pickup service continues Tuesdays from 2pm-6pm and Fridays
from l0am-lpm. This service enables you to place requests for items (via our website or by
calling us) and then contactless pickup during the above hours. For the safety of our staff
and the community, we do require face masks and social distancing at all times during
pickup times.
ow that we've moved to the Community Center lobby, we have books, magazines and
movies for all ages on display and available for checkout.
We also provide printing, book bags for families, and new or replacement library
cards.
February 3 from 11 am - noon. Everyone who is in middle school (public, private or
homeschooled) is welcome to join our Middle School Book Club, which will be meeting via
Zoom on the first Wednesday of the month. Unlike other book groups there is not a specific
book that everyone reads each month. Instead, everyone comes together to share what they are
presently reading, a favorite book, or make recommendations, while enjoying each other's
company. Email or call us for Zoom meeting details.
Tuesdays Book Discussion will meet via Zoom on February 9, from 7:00-8:00 pm. We
will be discussing The Paris Architect by Charles Belfoure. Next month's meeting will
be on March 9, and the book is Unsheltered by Barbara Kingsolver. Everyone is
welcome. Contact the Library for more infonnation. Sponsored by Friends of the Peaks
Island Library.

8th Maine Regiment Association
The 8th Maine Regiment Association is offering a 500.00-dollar sch olarship to residents of
Peaks Island w ho are graduating H igh School Seniors or recent High School graduates that are
furthering their education.
Applications must be submitted by June 1, 2021

*Applications

are available by contacting:

David Knapp
Telephone 772-663-1477
E-mail: Mainecamo(@.icloud.com

*Applications are also available at the Library during their PPL to Go! hours on Tuesdays and
Fridays.

TAXI NEWS

PEAKS :sland iiransportation $ystem

Winter Taxi Hours:
(207) 518-0000
Operating hours will be
Tuesday through Saturday from 7:30am to 6pm, and Melanie
will continue to meet afternoon ferries on Welch Street.
The Taxi will continue to be offline Sundays and Mondays.
Folks should call The Taxi during operating hours if they need
service, or if they have other questions about availability: (207)
518-0000.

St. Christopher Catholic Church
Rector: Father Greg Dube at 773-7746
Ash Wednesday is February 17th to begin the Season of Lent and
ashes will be distributed at 6:15 PM Mass.
Sunday Mass is at 10 AM each week with a current limit of 50
attendees. For information about other services on the mainland, ~heck
www. portlandca tholic. org. For information concerning-Baptism,
Reconciliation & Marriage, please contact Father _Greg. ·

Free Medical Eauiument
St Christopher's Church works with the Peaks Island Health Center
to make free medical equipment available on loan temporarily.
Wheelchairs, walkers, and crutches are provided on a first come, first
served basis at no charge. Borrowers are only asked when they will return
it and also relieve the program of any liability.
For more information, contact Kay Taylor at 766-2811 or
kaytavloronpeaks(ii)cmail.com or Chris Hoppin at 766-2593 or
choppin@aol.com.

